Enabling Education
and Training

Business
Skills Awards
Deadline for entries 20 March 2015
Why apply?
You work within the UK utilities industry and want to develop
your skills and career in a manner that isn’t possible within
your current role.
Offering sponsorship of up to £7,500 to attend an
established academic or training course in the UK, this
award is primarily designed to assist individuals to benefit
from opportunities that would not normally be available to
them from their employer’s ongoing training and development
support arrangements.
The award will concentrate on assisting individuals of any
discipline and level who are striving to develop their career in a
manner which is seen to be of benefit to the utilities industry.

Utilities and Service Industries Training Limited. Charity Registration Number 287700.

Previous Business Skills Award Winner:
This award gave me the opportunity to
attend a London Business School course to
develop strategy for value creation. This was
a great developmental opportunity for me
personally and WRc. I gained knowledge
in the latest strategy practice with tutors
that are recognised worldwide. Through
the practical work, I was able to benchmark
WRc’s strategy against a diverse group of
organisations across the globe. I enriched my
knowledge by learning from other sectors,
organisations and fellow students on the
course. Since the course, I have been able to
apply a lot of my learning to further develop
WRc’s strategy in the gas sector. Without the
USIT grant, I wouldn’t have had the chance
to access this course.
Margarita Cabrera
Sector Head - Gas
WRc plc

Business Skills Awards
Sponsorship of up to £7,500 to
attend an established academic or
training course in the UK which is
relevant to the Utilities Industry.
This award is primarily designed to assist
individuals to benefit from opportunities
that would not normally be available
to them from their employer’s ongoing
training and development support
arrangements.
Awards will be made based on industry
needs as assessed by the Trustees. The
award may also be made available in
circumstances where the Trustees are
satisfied that alternative sources of funding
are not available, to those in full time
education wishing to take a qualification of
long term benefit to the Utilities Industry.
Awards will be limited to £7,500 and it is
recognised that employers may need to
finance additional costs. Employers can top
up the money offered by USIT, provided
the employer’s contribution is no more
than that made by USIT. In other words,
with your employer’s agreement, you can
apply for £7.5k from USIT to attend a UK
course costing up to £15k.
The award will concentrate on assisting
individuals of any discipline and level who
are striving to develop their career in a
manner which is seen to be of benefit to
the industry.

Closing Date is
20th March 2015
Applications are made subject to
the terms and conditions found on
the back page of this leaflet.

How To Apply
Step 1
Complete the Application Form opposite and
send it together with a short paper (1000 words)
in support of your application outlining why you
want the sponsorship, why you have chosen this
particular course and how you expect to benefit
in the years to follow.
Step 2
If you heard about this award from EUA, your
application should be sent by post to;
Caroline Taylor
Marketing and Communications Manager
EUA, Camden House
Warwick Road, Kenilworth, CV8 1TH
by email to: caroline@eua.org.uk
or by fax to: 01926 857474
Telephone enquiries to 01926 513762
or
If you heard about this award from the SBWWI
your application should be sent by post to;
Angela Long, Office Manager
SBWWI, Camden House, Warwick Road
Kenilworth CV8 1TH
by email to: angela@sbwwi.co.uk
or by fax to: 01926 513772
Telephone enquiries to 01926 831530
or
If you heard about this award from the Institute
of Water or anywhere else, your application
should be sent by post to;
Institute of Water,
4 Carlton Court, Team Valley,
Gateshead, NE11 0AZ
by email to: lynn@instituteofwater.org.uk
or by fax to: 0191 422 0087
Telephone enquiries to 0191 422 0088

Business
Skills Awards
Application Form
I wish to apply for the USIT Business Skills Award.
Surname

Title (Dr, Mr, Mrs, Miss etc)

Forename(s)

DoB

Address

Postcode
Employer
Tel

Email

Please tell us how you found out about the award:

Employment Record (last 5 years) list dates and positions held:

Academic and/or Professional Qualifications:

Course details
Title and award:
Educational/Training Establishment:
Website:
Duration:

Entry requirements:
Dates:

Fees:

Your application must have the support of your company. If the course fees exceed £7,500, you or your
employer must be willing/able to finance the difference. Please nominate a suitable referee and ask
them to make a comment in support of your application on a separate sheet, including reasons why your
company is unable to fund your chosen course.
Name of Supporting Referee

✃

Position in organisation
Email address

USIT Business Skills Award
General Conditions
• Applications for support will only be received
from individuals who can demonstrate they
have the support of their employer (or, where
applicable, the appropriate educational
establishment) and that their application will be
beneficial to their professional development.
• USIT will adopt an inclusive definition of the
utilities industries to encompass partner
organisations which have framework agreements
or period contracts in place for a period in
excess of three years. The definition also includes
regulators.
• Proposals must not replicate or substitute
those activities which should be undertaken by
responsible employers as part of their ongoing
staff training and development programmes.
• Distance learning programmes may be
supportable as may career change programmes
provided they satisfy the other criteria.
• In cases of hardship, an amount may be made
available, subject to the £7,500 limit, to cover
food and lodgings during the period of training.
• Successful applicants must agree, if asked, to
give an account of their experience for future
promotions relating to the Award.

Other USIT Awards
Harvard Leadership Award
Sponsorship to attend a High Potentials Leadership
Program at Harvard Business School.
CPD Award
Sponsorship is available for members of the
Institute of Water, EUA and SBWWI to attend the
Annual Institute of Water Conference in July, any
EUA organised events and any SBWWI organised
events.

About USIT
Utilities and Service Industries Training Limited
(USIT) is a charity providing grants and bursaries for
education and training for the utilities industries.
USIT was established in July 2004 after the sale of
the assets and business of WTI.
The objects of the charity are to advance education
and training in the utilities industries for the public
benefit, primarily in the water industry, but also,
in addition, in other public utilities, the service
industries.

Contact
Telephone: 01926 513772
Email: info@usit.org.uk
Web: www.usit.org.uk

For full details about Utilities and Service
Industries Training Limited and all USIT
Awards including application dates, please
visit the website: www.usit.org.uk

